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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 9 May 
2007 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

On 9 May 2007, applicant added claims 21-24. 

Claims 2, 4, 13-16 and 18-24 are pending; claims 2 and 21 are independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 2, 4, 13-16, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Huang et al. (US 6,437,836). 

As per claim 2, Huang discloses a remote controller (EFRC, single integrated 
unit, as in Col. 9, lines 16-19), comprising: 

a communication module (Fig. 2, communications, for example) 

configured to communicate (as in Col. 3, lines 56-65) 
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over the Internet (Col. 5, lines 23-31 , for example) 

with a device which is configured to operate an Internet site (servers, inherent in 
the Internet and for downloading), 

wherein the communication module receives remote controller information for a 
plurality of electronic apparatuses over the Internet from the device [applicant's device 
12]. See, for example, downloading files from the Internet via communications links, as 
in Col. 3, lines 56-65 and for codes, see at least Col. 4, lines 7-14). 

said remote controller information including remote controller code information 
and function information from the plurality of electronic apparatuses (see, for example, 
references to code functions, as in Col. 4, lines 7-14) ; 

a storage device for storing the remote controller information transmitted 
through the communication module (See, for example, at least Fig. 7, illustrating 
storage structure for codes); and 

a display unit including an image process circuit and a display window, said 
display unit displaying various remote controller function keys and a list of the plurality 
of electronic apparatuses (see, for example, at least Col. 1 , lines 7-12 as well as 
references to electronic program guides (lists), as in Col. 3, lines 13-24), 

wherein the remote controller transmits an infrared signal corresponding to a key 
input by a user (see, for example, at least Col. 6, lines 15-26). 

As per claim 4, Huang discloses the device comprises one of a server or a PC. 
See at least Col. 5, lines 22-30, which discloses downloading files from the Internet, 
which inherently involve at least one server on the Internet). 
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As per claim 13, Huang discloses a user interface unit [23] configured to receive 
user operation commands for remote controller [14] functions (See, for example, at least 
Fig. 6 and related text). 

As per claim 14, Huang discloses an infrared transmitting unit [26] configured to 
generate at least one infrared signal corresponding to the key input by the user among 
the various remote controller function keys (see, for example, references to infrared 
transmission, as in Col. 3, line 66-Col. 4, line 6). 

As per claim 15, Huang discloses a controlling unit [24] configured to control at 
least the infrared transmitting unit (Fig. 2, item 202,). 

As per claim 16, Huang discloses a program [xx] executable by the controlling 
unit to select and control each of the plurality of electronic apparatuses (see, for 
example, at least Col. 4, lines 15-21, Col. 7, lines 43-54). 

As per claim 18, Huang discloses the electronic apparatuses are from different 
manufacturers. See, for example, at least Fig. 7 and references to IR Signal Types, 
such as REC-80 (developed by Panasonic) and REC-5 (Phillips) for different 
manufacturers and their devices. 

As per claim 19, Huang discloses that the electronic apparatuses are of different 
kinds (see, for example, references to TV's and VCR's, as in Col. 2, lines 16-29). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 



Application/Control Number: 10/023,746 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3625 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Huang. 

As per claim 20, Huang does not specifically disclose that the electronic 
apparatuses comprise different models. Huang discloses introduction of new codes for 
new electronic apparatuses, as in Col. 2, lines 16-28. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to extend Huang to disclose that electronic apparatuses comprise 
different models. One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
would have been motivated to extend Huang to disclose that electronic apparatuses 
comprise different models for the obvious reason that improvements in electronics 
allows manufacturers to improve their electronic apparatuses and offer them to 
consumers as later models. 

Claim 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Huang in view of Ben-Ze'ev (US 6791467). 

As per Claim 21, Huang discloses a remote controller, comprising: 

• a communication device to communicate with a server or a computer over the 
Internet, the communication device to receive remote controller information for a 
plurality of electronic apparatuses over the Internet from the server or the computer, 
said remote controller information including remote controller code information and 
function information for the plurality of electronic apparatuses; see rejection of claim 
2) 

• a storage device to store the remote controller information; see rejection of claim 2. 
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• a display unit including a display window to display various remote controller 
function keys and a list of the plurality of electronic apparatuses; see rejection of 
claim 2. 

• a user interface unit configured to receive user operation commands for remote 
controller functions, see rejection of claim 2. 

• wherein the remote controller transmits an infrared signal corresponding to a key 
input by a user, see rejection of claim 2. 

Huang does not specification disclose that electronic apparatuses are from different 
manufacturers, are different kinds or are different models. This is disclosed by Ben 
Ze'ev, Col. 15, lines 5-24. 

It would been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine Huan and Ben Ze'ev to disclose that electronic apparatuses are from 
different manufacturers, are different kinds or are different models. 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to would have 
been motivated to combine Huan and Ben Ze'ev to disclose that electronic apparatuses 
are from different manufacturers, are different kinds or are different models for the 
obvious reasons that different manufacturers introduce new models of appliances and a 
user may download updated setup and control information. 

As per claim 22, Huang discloses an infrared transmitting unit [26] configured to 
generate at least one infrared signal corresponding to the key input by the user among 
the various remote controller function keys (see, for example, references to infrared 
transmission, as in Col. 3, line 66-Col. 4, line 6). 
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As per claim 23, Huang discloses a controlling unit [24] configured to control at 
least the infrared transmitting unit (Fig. 2, item 202,). 

As per claim 24, Huang discloses a program [xx] executable by the controlling 
unit to select and control each of the plurality of electronic apparatuses (see, for 
example, at least Col. 4, lines 15-21, Col. 7, lines 43-54). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 9 May 2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues 

...Huang does not teach or suggest a remote controller that includes a display unit 
including an image process circuit and a display window, the display unit displaying 
various remote controller function keys and a list of the plurality of electronic 
apparatuses. 

In response, the Examiner notes references to home theatre, as in Fig. 6 and 
related description: 

...generic remote control with standard features is displayed; however, the 
dynamically generated nature of the remote control features allows for alternate display 
representation to fully encapsulate features specific to a user's preferences or a 
customized home-theatre setup . A feature common to this user interface representation 
is a "Keypad" indicator 601, which echoes the user input on the keypad pushbuttons 205. 
[col. 8, lines 45-55, emphasis added] 

Applicant's arguments concerning the new claims are addressed above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James H. Zurita whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6766. The examiner can normally be reached on 8a-5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Smith can be reached on 571-272-6763. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

James Zurita 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3625 

22 July 2007 ^ <r - 
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